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An Account of ANTIENT COINS, found at BALLYLItfAM 
in the QJJEEN's COUNTY, IRELAND^ with Con/enures 
thereon. In a Utter to J OSEPH' COOPER WALKER, 
M. R. I. A. and Honorary Member of the Etrufcan Academy 
of Cortona. From WILLIAM BEAUFORD, A. M. 
Soc. Antiq. Scot. 



Athy, February i 6, 1787. 
SIR, 

JLN June, 1786, fome peafants dug up in a field in the Read Feb, 
Queen's County, near Ballylinam (about four miles from Athy) l9> I?87 * 
an earthen urn, containing a great number of fmall filver 
coins, which they immediately diftributed among themfelves, and 
fold to different people* Several of thefe coins were purchafed 
by the Rev. Mr. A flie of this town* and by him prefented to the 
Mufetim of Trinity College, Dublin $ they were afterwards fub* 
mitted to the infpe&ion of the Royal Irifh Academy* 

As thefe coins fhew evident marks of high antiquity, and in 
feveral particulars differ from thofe difcovered in Britain aiid on 
the continent, I have endeavoured to explain twelve of them, 

(S 2) and 
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and muft requeft you will do me the honor to lay my efTay 
before the Academy, for their infpedion. 

There is perhaps no part of antiquities which throws greater 
light on the hiftory of a country than the coins and medals of 
different periods, when properly illuftrated - y as thereby feveral 
articles relative to the manners and cuftoms of former times 
receive an illuftration, which probably otherwife would be buried 
in eternal oblivion. To whom mankind are indebted for fo ufe- 
ful a difcovery as coins in the tranfa&ions of civil life, is not only 
unneceffary, but at this period impoflible to afcertain. 

Commerce, as it was the principal means of drawing the 
human race from a vagrant and unfettled life, and thereby 
conftituting civil fociety, gave rife, undoubtedly, to the invention 
of money, as a convenient medium, in order to render the 
tranfadions between individuals much more eafy and expeditious 
than otherwife could be effected by the exchange of one com- 
modity for another. 

Man, leading a favage and unfettled life, fubfifting on the 
precarious acquirements of the chace, arid the fpontaneous pro- 
ductions of the earth, has little regard to any other property than 
a fcanty fubfiftence from day to day $ he has therefore no occafion 
for an article which, in every department of civil fociety, has be- 
come fo beneficial and yet fo deftru&ive to mankind. But no fooner 
are the arts of civil life introduced, and private property in fome 
meafure eftablifhed, than he finds himfelf furrounded by a thoufand 
wants to which before he was an utter ftranger. Habitations, 

clothes, 
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clothes, and numerous leffer important articles, become necef- 
fary appendages to his exiftence. To obtain thefe, recourfe muft'be 
had to the labours and inventions of his neighbours, whence 
rife the feveral fpecies of commerce, and the ufe of a ftandard 
commodity, which might ferve as an univerfal medium for every 
article of domeftic and focial utility. Accordingly we find, 
from the remoteft antiquity, all nations, which had in any de- 
gree emerged from a ftate of barbarifm, ufing fome fubftance or 
other as a ftandard article of commerce. Polifhed bits of wood, 
fhells, beads, rings and bars of iron, appear to have been the 
firft attempts in this way. Thefe, on the advancement of 
civilization, arid the improvement of arts, gave place to pieces 
of brafs, filver or gold, of different forms and dimenfions, 
and which in fubfequent ages became ornamented with various 
devices and legends, according to the learning and genius of 
the feveral nations amongft whom they originated. 

The various Celtic tribes, who in the early ages inhabited the 
weftern wilds of ancient Europe, being in a great meafure defti- 
tute of commerce, were moft probably ignorant of money before 
the introdu&ion of agriculture and the different branches of 
trade, by foreign merchants on their fouthern and weftern 
coafts. 

The Phoenician and Carthaginian merchants were probably 
the firft adventurers who reached the Britifh ifles ^ but of the 
improvements they introduced, and the fpecies of commerce 
they cultivated with the then barbarous natives, except 
in that of tin, w r e are entirely ignorant : No coins, or other 

monuments 
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monuments of antiquity belonging to thofe people, have ever 
been difcovered either in Great Britain or Ireland; and from 
the relation of Strabo a , we find thefe ancient traders took 
every method to keep their commercial difcoveries fecret from 
the world ; fo that thefe iilands muft have been imperfectly 
known for many ages. 

The Punic commerce, whatever were its objeds, was by the 
frequent diffentions of the rival ftates of Rome and Carthage 
often interrupted, and finally ruined at the deftru&ion of 
Carthage, on the conclufion of the third Punic war. Though w 7 e 
may rather confider it to have expired, like a phoenix, to rife 
more glorious from its afhes. For the Phoenicians and Cartha- 
ginians, by paffing the Streights of Gibraltar, and navigating the 
extenfive Atlantic Ocean, had fo effectually raifed the fpirit of 
commerce on the weftern coafts of Europe, as not eafily to be ex- 
tinguished ; for the Greek colonies, eflabliflied on the fouthern coaft 
of Gaul at Marfeilles, became rivals to the Carthaginians about 
two hundred years before the Chrifiian aera b , and in the reign of 
Auguftus the Maffyiian commerce with thefe iflands was become 
very confiderable c . Whence there is fome probability that thefe 
merchants firft introduced the knowledge of money to the 
ancient Britons ^ for at Marfeilles, and Croton in Italy, have 
been difcovered a number of very ancient golden coins, infcribed 
with Greek letters, and of that fpecies denominated Incujl^ -being 

* Strabo, lib. 3. 

to Polyb. p. 290, 291* Strabo, p. 265. 

c Strabo. p. 305. Diod. 347. 

convexo- 
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convexo-concave, that is, convex on one fide, and concave on the 
other d ^ fuch golden coins have alfo been found in Britain, but 
none in Ireland. The Britifh coins indeed differ in fome refpe&s 
from thofe of Croton, having no Greek Jetters, nor bearing the 
figures of various animals, &c. fo frequently obferved on the 
Greek and Roman money ^ but ornamented with various uncouth 
figures, and were probably coined by the Britifh chiefs, in imita- 
tion of the foreign money introduced by merchants j though foon 
after the arrival of Caefar, and perhaps fome years earlier, we 
find the Britons employing Roman artifts in the manufa&ure of 
their money, efpecially Boadicia, Cunobeline and Caffibelanus ; 
thefe coins bear the grotefque figures of various animals, and 
frequently infcribed with Roman letters. In fubfequent periods 
we difcover Britifh coins, probably by Britifh artifts, bearing the 
rude refemblance of heads and other figures, expreflive of the 
drefs and cuftoms of the people, and, when bearing legends, 
infcribed with Roman letters e . Such coins are frequently found 
in various parts of Britain, but hitherto none have been difcovered 
in Ireland; from whence we may reafonably conclude, that from 
the earlieft periods to the clofe of the fifth century, no money 
was coined in this ifland, and little imported. 

The barbarous Scythic nations who fubverted the empire of 
Rome, that is, the Goths, Vandals and Teutons, before their 
acquaintance with the Romans were ignorant of money, when 



J Swinburne's Travels. 

* See the Britifh coins given by Borlafe, &c 
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fome pieces, chiefly filver, were introduced among the tribes on 
the borders of the Rhine and Danube f . Whence, on their taking 
poffeffion of that government, we find them imitating the Ro- 
man filver coins, and a new fpecies of money is difcovered arifing 
in the weft of Europe, confifting of fmall thin filver pieces, not 
known to more ancient times, infcribed with rude figures and 
barbarous characters. Such was the money of France, Germany, 
Sweden, Denmark and England, from the flxth to the twelfth 
century. And the coins of the Anglo Saxons from the beginning 
of the eighth to the clofe of the tenth century *, bear a ftrong 
refemblance, in their figure, legends and coinage, to the 
moft ancient coins difcovered in Ireland 11 , and to thofe under 
confideration ; fo that we may infer they cannot be produ&ions 
of very different periods. 

Indeed Cambrenfis informs us, at leafl it was the opinion of 
his time, that gold and filver, and confequently money, was 
introduced into this kingdom by the Danes 1 . A circumftance, 
moft probably, not far from the truth ; for it appears from the 
Chronicon Manniae and Antiquitates Celto Scandicse, that the 
Danes were acquainted with the ufe of money before their arrival 
in Ireland in the ninth century. As to the affertions of Keat- 
ing, that money was coined in this ifland by Teghernus and 

f Tacit. Germ* 26. Csefar, L 6, 22« 
* See Gibfon's Camden. 
h See the coins reprefented by Simon* 
1 Topogra. Hib. Dift. 3, c* 10 

Eadhna 



[ '45 ] 

Eadhna Dearg above two hundred and fixty years before Chrift, 
little dependance is to be had on them. If any fuch perfons 
a&ually introduced the ufe and knowledge of money among the 
ancient Irifh, the period muft have been thrown too far back by 
feveral centuries. Nor can we have any greater dependance on 
the affertions of other Irifh hiftorians, that mints were eredted at 
Ardmagh and Cafhel in the time of Laogaire, about the year 
436 or 460. 

The Irifh chiefs becoming acquainted with the filver money of 
the Danes and Anglo Saxons, foon thought of ftriking coins for 
themfelvesj and accordingly either procured their own people to 
be inftru&ed in the art, or hired Danifh artificers for that purpofe. 
Indeed no great abilities were required, the art of coinage during 
the middle ages being extremely fimple, and well adapted to the 
convenience of men leading a vagrant and unfettled life ; a fmall 
portable anvil* with the face of the coin funk en cr.eux on the 
top, and a hammer, on the face of which was funk the reverfe, 
with a pair of pincers, compofed nearly tfre whole of the appa- 
ratus, as appears from feveral Britifh coins orr which the procefs 
of coining is reprefented. The knowledge of coinage and the 
ufe of money once introduced into the kingdom, not only every 
king and chief o^ governor of a principality, but every dunaft 
or chief of a canthred, procured money to be ftruck in his name; 
even fo late as the fifteenth century the O'Niels coined money in 
their feveral diftri&s, until prohibited by the Englifti. 

From thefe circumftances there is the greateft probability that 
no coins hitherto difcovered in Ireland, and of Irifh origin, are 

( T ) older 
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older than the beginning of the eighth century, nor of a later date 
than the clofe of the fifteenth, except thofe made by order of 
the Englifh government in this ifland. 

From the rude manner in which the coins before us are exe- 
cuted, they are probably of the earliefl periods, that is, from the 
eighth to the twelfth century ; but being all without dates, their 
true age will not be eafily afcertained. The rude refemblance 
of heads on them are all armed with the clofe helmet of the 
northern nations, fo prevalent through Europe from the tenth to 
the fifteenth century; and the univerfal figure of a crofs on the 
reverfe fully evinces their origin within the Chriftian aera. 

The legends are compofed of mixed letters, found in the 
Latin and Roman alphabets during the middle ages, as given by 
Bernard. The different Runic characters of Wormius are of 
the fame fpecies as thofe found on Runic coins and Runic inferip- 
tions in Sweden and the Ifle of Man : And alfo thofe fpecies of 
charaders denominated by the Irifli Ogham CroabL All which 
characters fo mixed are found in the Irifli monumental inferip- 
tions and ftone crofles from the tenth to the fixteenth century. 

The legends on thefe coins, which are all in the Irifh lan- 
guage, generally begin at the crofs near the head, and run from 
the left to the right ; thofe on the reverfe begin at a fmall crofs 
adjoining the larger, in one of the quarters on the left. 



The 
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The ornaments or figures, befides the heads on the obverfe, and 
the large croffes on the reverfe, are fuch as reprefent the dignity 
and enfigns of the prince for whom they were ftruck. The 
moft general ornament in thofe under confideration is a rude 
figure in the oppofite quarters of the croffes, which feveral have 
taken for a harp, and others for a crown : However, from other 
coins, where the chara&er is more perfe&ly delineated, it proves 
to be the reprefentation of a hand, the curved line reprefenting 
the thumb and wrift, and the four lines proceeding from it the 
fingers, whofe nails are noted by little balls or circles at the extre- 
mities. The hand w T as the fymbol, among the northern nations, 
of power and ftrength ; and we are informed by Aldrovandus k 
that it was the ancient arms of Ireland, and was principally 
borne by the Northern or Ulfter tribes during the latter ages, 
and in the more early, indifcriminately throughout the kingdom ; 
even at this day it is borne by our baronets, that order being 
inffituted by James the Firft of England to ferve in the wars 
of Ireland, and in confequence bore in their efcutcheon the 
ancient enfigns of the nation againft whom they were fent to 
fight. 

Others of thefe coins bear in the quarters of the croffes the 
reprefentation of a fword. The fword was the fymbol of martial 
prowefs, and Aldrovandus, before quoted, afferts that this wea- 
pon was alfo borne by the Irifh chiefs in their arms. 

k Ulifles Aldrovandus Ornitholog. L. i. 

(T a) In 
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In fome are the reprefentations of various kinds of crofies ; 
and in others again three balls or fmall circles placed triangularly, 
probably \n honour of the Trinity. 

On a few is a character or figure compofed of a fingle circle, 
or a double concentric one. This figure is alfo found on feveral 
Britifh coins ; by fome it is taken for a chariot wheel, by others 
for a wreath or crown, and generally fuppofed to be the fymbol 
of royal dignity. 

Having thus attempted a general explanation of thefe curious 
remnants of Irifh antiquities, I fhall proceed to a more particular 
inveftigation, in endeavouring to afcertain the princes or chiefs 
by whom, and, if poffible, the periods in which they were 
coined. 

PLATE I. The figures of thefe coins in the annexed plate are all drawn 
at one and a half the original diameter, the real fize being repre- 
fented in No. XIII. at the bottom of the plate. 



No. I. 
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No. I. 

On the obverfe is the reprefentation of a head armed with a clofc 
helmet, ornamented with a creft, and round it the following in- 
fcription, in Runic and Ogham Croabh characters : PLATE I. 

Iadhmolaghasro No. i. 

Viz. 

ladh mo : Laghas ro, for Magh Laoghaois re^ or O Laoghis King. 

It is fornewhat remarkable, that the Gothic W fhould in this, 
and all thofe coins, exprefs the power of the Irilh Gh, The W 
at this day, at the end of the words in the Ruffian language, has 
nearly the power of the Irifh Gh, and we may reafonably con- 
clude, among all the Tuetonic nations, the power was the fame, 
and is very properly introduced here to exprefs that found. 

On the reverfe is a large crofs dividing the coin into four quar- 
ters, in two of which is the refemblance of a hand, before fpoken 
of; and in the two other quarters fymbolic chara&ers, found on 
feveral Britifli and Danifh coins, with the following legend : PLATE I. 

du naghmagrad No. i« 

Viz. 

Dunagh mag rad, for Dunagh magh riada, 

this coin belonging to one of the O'Mores of Laoghis or 
Leix in the Qjieen's County, whofe place of refidence was 

Dunagh 



[ '5° ] 

Dunagh or Dunnamaife, fituated in the ancient canthred of 
Magh Riada 1 , comprehending the prefent heath and barony of 
Maryborough. 

No. II. 

On the obverfe, a head in armour, as in the laft, with a crofs 
oppofite to the nofe, probably to denote his faith in the Chriftian 
religion ; and round it the following words, in Runic and Ogham 
PLATE I. Croabh characters : 

No. 2. b, oi,ll, a, oi, f o oill agh roagh 

Viz. 
Boillaoi Foillagh roagh, for Beallagh Faillagh Re> 

i. e. 
Bally Falle King. 

On the reverfe, a crofs, in the oppofite quarters of which is 
PLATE I. the rude refemblance of a hand, and round thefe words : 
No, 2. o m u calaghooid t hoil 

Or, 
Muc Cala Ghoidthoil, for O Mac Ca/a Ghoidthol y 

Viz. 

Of Magh Coillcan in Ghadhal or Caellan, 

which diftridt comprehended the prefent baronies of Bally Cowen 

and Gary Caftle, or at leail a part of them, in the King's County, 

whofe hereditary chief in latter ages was denominated Mc. Callan. 

1 Keating, 

But 
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But Beallagh Fallagh was prince or king of the principality of 
Hy Fallia, comprehending the prefent Kings County, and in that 
divifion of ancient Ireland called Gaoidthal or Caellan, compre- 
hending the prefent counties of Kildare and King's County, if 
not alfo the county of Dublin. There is no poffibility of deter- 
mining the date of this coin, as Bally Fall/ was the territorial 
title of the chiefs. 

No. III. 

On the obverfe, a head in armour, with thefe words in the Latin, 
Runic and Ogham Croabh characters : PLATE I. 

o, h, t, r, o, ca,moalachla No. 3. 

Or, 

Oht Roeamoalachla, for Raghallaigh, i. e. Re Magh Lachlagh. 

On the reverfe, a crofs, with a hand in one of the quarters, 
with thefe words : PLATE I. 

Mac, Gh o a v a n m o r a No. 3, 

Or, 

Mac Ghoabhan mora, for Magh Cavan more. 

This coin was probably ftruck for fome of the O Raghallaigh 
or O Reillies, kings of Cavan. 



No. IV. 
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No. IV. 

On the obverfe, a head with four balls behind it, with the fol- 
PLATE I. lowing legend in Runic and Ogham Croabh chara&ers : 

No. 4. mcalanac maglaog oig 

Or, 

MeaJanac mag laogoig^ for Moilana magh Laoghoigh. 

On the reverfe are two hands in oppofite quarters of the crois, 
but the infcription being in fome places effaced, cannot be 
tranflated. The coin appears to have been ftruck for one of 
the chiefs of Moileana or Magh Leana, in the King's County, 
whofe family in the latter ages was diftinguifhed by the name of 
Malone. 

No. V. 

On the face, a head, round which is the following legend in 
PLATE L Runic and Ogham Croabh chara&ers : 

No. 4. Athoih Mah laghaoiln 

Or, 

Athoih mah Laghaoiln, for Maghlochlin. 

As the reverfe of this coin is not legible, it is not certain to 
what chief it relates, as feveral families bore that name in the 
counties of Clare, Meath and Carlow. 

No. VI. 
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No. VI. 

Round the head, on the obverfe, part of the characters are 
defaced ; thofe that remain are, PLATE I. 

magh cannell No . 6 , 

Or, 

Magh Cannell, for Mc. ConnelL 

On the reverfe, in one of the quarters of the crofs, is a hand, 
with the following infcription in Runic and Ogham Croabh 
characters : PLATE I. 

U ugh f ea agha No . ^ 

Or, 
U ugh Feaagha, for U Fiacca. 

It is probable this coin was ftruck for fome of the chiefs of 
U Fzacca, or Hy Feacre^ in the county of Galway, and princes of- 
the ancient diftrid of Conmachtne Cinnel Dubhain* 

No. VIL 

Round the head, on the obverfe, is the following infcription 
in Latin, Runic and Ogham Croabh chara&ers : PLATE i. 

umearc reado n No. 7. 

Or, 

U mearc re a don, for More Re I dun. 

(U) On 
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On the reverfe, in one of the quarters of the crofs, is a hand, 
with the following infcription in Latin, Runic and Ogham Croabh 
PLATE I. characters : 

No. 7. m a c gh ea 1 a ch o f u t 1 a 

Or, 

Mac Ghealach Futla, for Magh Ghealach Fodhla. 

I suspect that this coin belonged to fome of the Conor 
Fallia family ; for by fome genealogies I find that a perfon of 
the name of Ceallach Fodhla, or Ceallach Feidhla, of this family, lived 
about the year 900. If this fhould be the perfon, the dates of 
thefe coins are afcertained. 

No. VIIL 

On the obverfe, round the head, is the following infcription 
PLATE I. in Runic and Ogham chara&ers : 

No. 8. h e o gh a 1 1 o gh o 1 a d 

Or, 

Heo Ghallo Gholad, for Giolla GhaladL 

On the reverfe, in one of the quarters, a hand, with the fol- 
PLATE I. lowing infcription : 

No. 8. a o n gh a 1 1 a gh f o n 

Or, 

Aon Ghallagh fon, for Angalla Jion. 

This 
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This coin feems to have belonged to one of the chiefs of 
Angalla ; but I am not certain whether the character refembling 
a Latin L, and an Ogham ch % belong to the former or latter, 
though an L can only make fenfe of the line. 

No. IX. 

On the obverfe, a head with the hand oppofite, the thumb 
retting on the tip of the nofe, with the following infcription in 
Runic and Ogham chara&ers : PLATE I. 

b 1 o gh o d f i n 1 a h No. 9. 

Or, 

Blogh od Finlah^ for Balogh aodha Fionntiath. 

On the reverfe, two hands in the oppofite quarter of the crofs, 
and two fmall balls in the others, with the following infcrip- 
tion : PLATE I. 
g h o n n a e gh s 1 u n No . 9 . 

Or, 

Ghonnaeghflun, for Ghoneafglun. 

If the Oghams on this coin are truly defined, it evidently 
belonged to Aodha Fionnliath, or Hugh Fionnliath, fon of Niall 
Caille, and monarch of Ireland, who commenced his reign about 
the year 862 ra , and died in the year 870 at Dmitri Ghonafglan? or 

m "Warai Antiquitates, cap. 24. pag. 129. 

( U 2 ) Druhn 
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Druirn Jonafglan^ the place of his refidence. Thus we have 
probably obtained the period in which all thefe coins were ftruck, 
that is, between the years 862 and 870, for they are all evidently 
not only the work of one age, but of the fame perfon, and 
may have been coined by Ennius Rubher at Argiodrofs, if we fup- 
pofe the period mentioned for that tranfadion to be by Keating 
and other Irifh hiftorians thrown too far back, as anachronifms 
are but too frequent in remote matters. Ennhis Rubher or Aongus 
Ruffer is evidently a Danifh name ; and Fionnliath being for fome 
time in friend/hip with the Danes, might have obtained an 
artificer to inftru6t his people in the art of coinage. But be this 
as it may, the infcriptions, from their orthography, were evidently 
compofed by fome foreigner, and the Runic letters found in them 
are of the middle alphabets, that is, thofe found on the Teutonic 
monuments of the ninth and tenth centuries, fuch as thofe in the 
Me of Man, &c. 

No. X. 

On the obverfe, round the head, is the following infcription 
PLATE I. j n R un i c an d Ogham characters : 

No 10. m e a 1 o c 1 o oi n c a o 1 m o a gh 

Or, 

Mealocloin Caolmoagh^ for Melochlin Cat '/men. 



On the reverfe, two hands in the oppofite quarters of the crofs, 
PLATE I. with the following words : 

No. 10. al o 1 r e aghllal a 1 a e 

Or, 
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Or, 

Alol reagh Llalalae, for Oliol re Llalalae. 

Viz. 

Melochlin of Caelmen, the chief king of Llalalae, 

this coin moft probably belonging to fome of the Mc. Laugh- 
lins, chiefs of Caelmen in Meath. 

No. XL 

On the obverfe, a head, with the reprefentation of a hand 
behind, accompanied with the following infcription in Runic and 
Ogham characters : PLATE I. 

odhdonoghmea r No. u. 

On the reverfe, two hands in the oppotite qtiaitc*, Vvu :h : < 
following infcription : i:"; STL «. 

ao doemaghal o n No. ii 

Or, 

Abdoe magh Ahn^ for Aodha mac Attain. 

This moft probably was a branch of the O Connor Failie fa- 
mily, and chieftains of Hy Allain, in the counties of Kildare and 
King's County* 

No. XII. 
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No. XII. 

On the obverfe, round the head, i^ the following infcription 
PLATE I. in Latin, Runic and Ogham chara&ers : 

No. 12. onatafmoaghmoeo 

Or, 

Ona Taf Moaghmoeo, for Eana dubh Maghmoe. 

On the reverfe, two hands in oppofite quarters, with the fol- 
PLATE I. lowing infcription : 
No. I2# daonloaghniea 

Or, 

Daon Loaghniea, for Doin Loch nea. 

Whence the entire infcription is, 

Eana dubh Maghmoedhoin Loch nea^ 

this coin belonging to fome of the Mc. Mahons, chiefs of a 
diftrid near Loch Neagh. 



Though all poffible care has been taken in decyphering thefe 
coins, yet I am not certain of having always difcovered the true 
name, as the power of the Ogham Croabh characters can only 
be found by^ making them accord in fenfe with the Latin and 
Runic charaders ; and where the entire infcription confifts of 
Croabh letters, there is no certainty of their fignification* Several 
charaders alfo have different powers in different alphabets, which 
renders it difficult to find from what alphabet they were taken, 
and confequently their local powers ^ the only method that can be 

followed 



^ 4 TA/1LJC of^A 



7ST-? I 



..&&& S.\. 



Tsr* 2 



£2fa»G&. 

m°^, o<. 

SD'Jn, IS. 

&°a^J. 

' W 

,X6 

OJovO. 

6 Ud: 

JW. 



cor?' 





or 



J, 



f^AI^JJABBT^ <necefiary lo JMCrPIIJtJl tie several (o (. 
C an <l L,A TT«JV* Q /nJC / /////uwJ . recovered in- TRELA 



.......i 

II 

III 

IVSA 

IIIII 

X 

, 'HI*" 

O 

.# 

yj 

X 

; 

oo 

w 

3 

w 

IS 

n 

LA. 



V.-*3 



X- 

+ 

A 
\A 

tXf 

h 

P 









e^^ ^ 



c .. 

"*?. 

0.. 

v... 

E 
I 



at/ 



•JV"6 



./*.& .g.B.tt 

.?.-.?..»>. 4. Y\ y.A.'r. r. 
x.\>. <!.■>!». v.r.^.v 

v .^.b. -*.?.<*.* 
J.I. v 

.jay. 

... v \ r.r. iy. t\ a.aa. 

+ r r As fy)i b .**# 
V •>•'•>.. r.r. t-.^ 

. .!.. . ^ .^f .T .-1 .T .T 

ir.vh.J).lvn.M.v.u 

^ 7 



Ad 



3 






<rr 

E 

6 

// 

/ 

£ 

JV 


p 

Q ■ 

s 
S 

v 
v 
w 

X 

y 

z 

ay 

an 



3?ag*i6©Antkf 






J\T-r6 



a. c cr/,).(.o / ( ct-$ 

* J-XT'.F.Ir.r.Af.ti.;!. 
h.T. J\ Y..4-.T-T.V.P.T. 

v. va.ti.v. vi.v>. 



y> 






JV*<? 2 




f/r 



£to.°^*> cp.... 
M W <**... 

.iftZ. 



<Ud?. .... 

<AV 




or. 



..any eryAx. 
. cAs. 



. <?A' p*v??ts me/ c^ic^n 



Jtl* Kestiifira ' /Jc/.'. 



1 

II 

\ \\Y 

m.YY 

inn 

I X~ 

.'..'..'.. o 

$ 

, .# 

yj 

X 

) 

ry-\ 

w 

3 

f 

t* 

1.S? 

n 

L.L 

cfutsTLuy O- 



\'3 



4* 
+ 

A 

P 



db 

43 



>txt 
>3T 



^V'^ 4 



B. 
Z.. 

N.. 
F . 

£... 

J/ 
Z> 

Q 

a.. 

P 

R 

0.. 

v.. 

E 
I 



(Us' 



.?.-.?.. £4.Y\ y. A.'r. r. 
x.i.im.^. y.r.^.v 

* ^.h-^.r.^.^ 

J.I. V 

... % .\ l\ f\ K T^. A.AA. 
.:**.*. 3i..M. <t .Mr • M 
. <k :. N ^.T. v 1.^.F.^r>. 

i.r.vh.l).h.n.M.v.u 

^ 7 






3 

>K 






A 

a 

c 

E 
F 
G 
If 
I 
R 
L 

M 

JV 



r 

Q 
S 

s 

V 
V 

w 

X 

y 

z 

ay 

(If* 

m&ns 



J\r-r6 

iA.;.r. j. i.j.j. i. <x.# 

IAj.X.VLVUA.I^ 

w. «*>. Vw. (ft . -VV. m . w. co. sitt 

1.1. "n.^.P. P-^.^^.n. 1 *.^- 
<!,.<?. e.^.e.cj.oj.Cb. 

l\r.J\t.-kT.T.Y.P. / C. 

v. VQ.u.v. \<.l.N>_ 



y> 



*u 


t£/ 


<f 


€&C 


* 


ae/ 


U 


/ft 


V 


KMs 


<v 


J?U 



JTForti Sculp* 



AnUq.To lappa; 




[ '59 ] 

followed is to fix upon fome well-known chara&ers, and then to 
determine the variable by fome of their powers, as fhall agree in 
fenfe with the others. Care muft fikewife be had to the irnper- 
fediion of feveral of the letters ; for as thefe coins were evidently 
ftruck by the hand, fome of the impreffions have not taken, and 
were afterwards mended, which make them feem at firft fight 
different charaders from what they wxre intended. From thefe 
confiderations, I could wifh, on a future day, fome of the Royal 
Irifh Academicians would turn their thoughts towards an expla- 
nation of thofe ancient remains, either by the method I have 
taken or any other ; as by that means the dark periods of paft 
ages may be fully illuftrated, which the endeavours of a fingle 
perfon would be unable to effed. 

To conduce as much as poffible in my power to fo deferable an 
end, I fend herewith a table of the feveral alphabets which I 
made ufe of in the above explanation. 

EXPLICATION of the ALPHABETS in the TABLE, 

No. i. Irifh Ogham Croabh characters *, found on coins, ftone- PLATE IL 
crofTes and other monuments from the ninth to the feventeenth 
century. I fufped that this alphabet originally contained only 
four lines ; as on fome of the coins, and the oldeft infcriptions 
I have feen, four anfwer much better than five. 

# Thefe chara&ers feem to have been derived from No. 4, 

No. 2. 
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No. 2. Irifh Oghams and contradions found in manuferipts 
and infcriptions. 

No. 3. An Irifh Ogham, from the book of Ballymote. I have 
as yet found no infcription-in thefe characters. 

No. 4. The Irifh Ogham Croabh, as given by Harris, in his 
edition of Ware's works. 

PLATE II. No. 5. Gothic and Runic letters from Wormius, and Magnus 
Celfus on his explanation of the Runic infcriptions at Helfingland 
in Sweden, which characters are in the greater part derived from 
the Latin from the third to the tenth centuries. 

No. 6. The Latin letters of the middle ages, that is, from the 
firft to the eleventh century, taken from Bernard's Tables, and a 
number of ancient infcriptions difcovered in Britain $ which cha- 
racters are evidently derived from the Coptic, Greek and Etrufcan, 
and ufed indifcriminately by the Chriftian clergy during the above 
periods* 

These alphabets will, I believe, with care, decypher the oldeft 
infcriptions found in Great Britain and Ireland, compound letters 
and contra&ions excepted, 

I am, Sir, 

Your's, &c. 
To Jofeph C. Walker, Efc w B E A U F O R D, 

Treafury Chamber \r, Dublin. 



